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As a boy growing up in America, | often liked
learning about Japan, especially the feudal era. Later
on, in college, | briefly studied abroad in Japan and
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. | remarked to my
professor that | would love to return someday, who
then encouraged me to apply to the JET Program.
On the application, one is able to request where one
would like to be placed. | am interested in Japanese
history and religion, so | requested Nara and Kyoto
prefectures. | was accepted and then informed that |
would be going to Tawaramoto. Naturally, | had to look
it up, but | was pleased to discover that it is located
effectively in the birthplace of Japanese civilization.

When | arrived in Tawaramoto, it was during the
corona virus. It was an uncertain time, but | was
very grateful for the warm welcome and kindness |
received from students, colleagues, and the people
of Tawaramoto. | cherish the interactions | have with
students and have been blessed with many wonderful
friends. | have enjoyed attending events like Noh
theater, festivals, student concerts, and Eikaiwa Circle
meetings. | find Japan to be a peaceful, orderly country
with great natural beauty, a rich culture and history,
and a kind and friendly people, all of which | hope can
be preserved for many generations to come.

As my time as a JET Program ALT in Tawaramoto
draws to a close, | wish to express my sincere gratitude
to the people of Tawaramoto. | hope to stay nearby, so

let's keep in touch!
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